
Can We Trust The Bible?

What does the Bible say about itself?
	 “The Bible, according to its own claims, is breathed from God. To maintain that there are flaws orerrors in it is the same 

as declaring that there are flaws or errors in God himself.”  –E.J. Young 

	 “If the Bible does not witness to its own infallibility, then we have not right to believe that it is infallible.”  –John Murray

	 “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has 
he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?”  Numbers 23:19 

	 “The words of the Lord are pure words, like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times.”  Psalm 12:6
	 “Every word of God proves true …”  Proverbs 30:5

	 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”  Matthew 24:35

	 “And now, O Lord God, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your servant.” 
2 Samuel 7:28

	 “… it is impossible for God to lie.”  Hebrews 6:18 

	 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness …”  
2 Timothy 3:16

	 “Scripture cannot be broken”  John 10:35

	 “For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.”  2 Peter 1:21

	 “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of 
God; for‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of 
the Lord remains forever.’ And this word is the good news that was preached to you.”  1 Peter 1:22-25

	 “And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a 
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  2 Peter 1:19-21

What did Jesus believe about the Bible?
	 He believed the Scriptures were useful.
	 He believed the Scriptures were historically accurate.
	 He believed the Scriptures should be taught and studied.
	 He believed the Scriptures were worth submitting your life to.

Is the Bible really inerrant?
	 Definitions:
		  Inerrant: “Exempt from error, free from mistake.” This definition does not describe any Bible that we use; instead, it is 
	 	 describing only the original autographs.
	 	 “The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original manuscripts does not affirm anything that is contrary to 
	 	 fact.”  –Wayne Grudem 
	 	 The Bible tells the truth about everything it talks about. 

Misunderstandings of inerrancy
	 It must hold to a strict adherence to the rules of grammar. 
	 It must not have figures of speech or use common literary genres.
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	 It demands historical precision.
	 It demands the technical language of modern science.
	 It demands verbal exactness in the citation of the OT by the NT.
	 It demands that the sayings of Jesus must contain the exact words of Jesus.
	 It demands an exhaustive comprehensiveness of any single account.
	 It demands that the sources used by the writers are infallible and inerrant.
	 It demands that all copies of the original autographs must be inerrant as well.

Arguments against inerrancy
	 “We don’t have the original manuscripts.” 
		  Answer: For over 99% of the Bible we know what the original manuscripts say. Of the 1% that has variations, they affect 
		  the meaning little, if at all. 
	 	 Dr. Timothy Jones says that “the New Testament text is the best preserved text of the ancient world.”

	 “The Bible has contradictions in it.”
		  Answer: The first question I would ask is,“Show me where.” Oftentimes, when you’re able to look at the passage in detail 
		  (especially in the original languages) you can solve the dilemma.It’s also helpful to refer to commentaries a aids along the way. 
	 	 “The inerrancy of Scripture is not dependent upon our ability to provide, in every case, a rational explanation of difficulties  
	 	 encountered.”  –Roger Nicole 

	 “The Bible is only authoritative for faith and practice.”
	 These critics say that the Bible is only concernedwith “faith and practice.” They leave open the possibility that the Bible will 
	 make errors regarding historical details and scientific facts. 
		  Answer: Paul says, “All Scripture is is God-breathed and profitable for us” (2 Tim 3:16). In Romans 15 Paul says, “whatever 
	 	 was written” in the OT was “written for our instruction” (Rom 15:4). Jesus says that the disciples are “foolish men” 
	 	 because they are “slow of heart to believe all that the prophets had spoken” (Lk 24:25). 

Problems with denying inerrancy
	 If we deny inerrancy, how can we put our full trust in anything the Bible says?
	 Denying inerrancy puts our minds in authority over Scripture because we will be passing judgment on God’s Word, instead of 
	 God’s Word passing judgment on us.

Who decided which books to include?
	 What was the criteria for inclusion? 
	 	 Was it written by a prophet/apostle?
	 	 Does it fit with the rest of Scripture?
	 	 Has it been consistently accepted and used by the people of God?
	 	 	 Does it display the power of God to change lives?



The Apocrypha
	 Added to the Bible at the Council of Trent in 1546
	 Contained numerous historical and theological errors
	 Neither Jesus nor any other writer of the New Testament referred to them

Gnostic Gospels
	 Not written by the authors credited Written much later than the Gospels
	 Inconsistent with the four Gospels
	 Some accounts are simply ridiculous

AUDIO & HANDOUTS ON OUR WEBSITE: www.ccbcfamily.org/sermons/old-testament-survey
AUDIO PODCASTS (no handouts) ON iTUNES: search “Christ Chapel Bible Church Old Testament 2018”
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The Dead Sea Scrolls have been called the greatest manuscript find 
of all time. Discovered between 1947 and 1956, they comprise some 800 
documents in many tens of thousands of fragments. The Scrolls date from 
around 250 B.C. to 68 A.D. and were written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek; 
they contain Biblical and apocryphal works, prayers and legal texts and 
sectarian documents. The Scrolls’ materials are made up mainly of parchment, 
although some are papyrus, and the text of one Scroll is engraved on copper.
	 The most well-known texts among the Dead Sea Scrolls are the ancient 
religious writings found in eleven caves near the site of Qumran. The caves 
are located about one mile west of the northwest shore of the Dead Sea, 
whence they derive their name.
	 Among the Scrolls are partial or complete copies of every book in the 
Hebrew Bible (except the book of Esther). Many biblical manuscripts closely 
resemble the Masoretic Text, the accepted text of the Hebrew Bible from 
the second half of the first millennium C.E. until today. This similarity is quite 
remarkable, considering that the Qumran Scrolls are
over a thousand years older than previously identified biblical manuscripts.
	 The Isaiah Scroll, found relatively intact, is 1,000 years older than any 
previously known copy of Isaiah. In fact, the scrolls are the oldest group of 
Old Testament manuscripts ever found.

A section of the Isaiah scroll 
found at Qumran
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