
1 Kings1 Kings      PART 4PART 4  (chs. 9–11)(chs. 9–11)

dr. bill egner     |    MARCH 8, 2020

COMING UP ...     MAR 15  1 Kings 12—16     MAR 22  1 Kin 1—2 Kin 2     MAR 29  2 Kin 3—8     APR 5  2 Kin 9—15     APR 12  2 Kin 15—17

The Worm Begins Gnawing …
	 Solomon’s Palace (1 Kings 7:1-12)
		  Temple was 90 x 30 x 45 (2,700 sq. ft.); 7 years
		  Palace was 150 x 75 x 45 (11,250 sq. ft.); 13 years
	 Solomon’s Debt/Alliances (1 Kings 9:10-28)
		  His tastes are greater than his bank account
	 Solomon’s choices
		  He became enamored with the “good life”

1 KINGS 9-11
	 At 20 Solomon followed David as Israel’s king
	 Taught us how to love well in Song of Solomon
	 Taught us how to live wisely in Proverbs
	 Taught us how to enjoy life in Ecclesiastes
	 Built a magnificent temple for YHWH
	 But “The secret worm … was gnawing all the time in the royal staff upon which Solomon leaned.”  –Alexander Whyte

LESSON THEME: "For of all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these: 'It might have been!'"
–American poet and abolitionist John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)

Compromise is a choice
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		  He entered wrong partnerships (cf. 2 Cor 6:14)
		  He compromised his judgment

And The Worm Gnaws …
	 Solomon’s fame (1 Kings 10:1-13)
	 Solomon’s splendor (vv. 14-25)
	 Solomon’s army (vv. 26-29)
		  But what does Deuteronomy 17:16-20 say?
	 Solomon’s choices
		  He pursued wealth, comfort and ease
		  He gave his heart away to these things …  
		  but just a little at a time … like a slow leak
		  He compromised his devotion to God
	 Solomon’s wives (1 Kings 11:1-3)
		  Solomon “insisted” (v. 2)
	 Solomon’s worship (vv. 4-8)
		  Solomon “refused” (v. 6)
	 Solomon’s choice
	 	 Following his will for his life was more important than following God’s will and God’s Word
		  He knew what God said … he just didn’t want it
		  He compromised his obedience

And God Responds
	 Solomon’s wives (1 Kings 11:1-3)
	 Solomon’s worship (vv. 4-8)
	 God’s declaration (vv. 9-13)
	 	 With Solomon’s judgment, devotion and obedience all compromised …
	 	 He would finish, but not finish well
	 God’s discipline (vv. 14-43)
		  For Solomon’s repentance
		  To move on without Solomon

Solomon …
	 Got caught up in materialism, comfort, ease and excess; got caught up in the “good life”
	 As he aged, his affections became set on ungodly relationships
	 He gave his heart away to these things … but just a little at a time
	 Tragically, the man best equipped & endowed to live life successfully chose not to do so

Application: "For of all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these: 'It might have been!'"
Compromise is a choice

Vulnerable Times Occur …
	 When we’re comfortable … and want to keep it that way
	 When we’re bored or busy or stressed out
	 When we’re lonely and/or misunderstood
	 When we’re underappreciated or undervalued
	 When we’re envious of others or their stuff
	 When we just want what we want
	 When we’re distant from God

Ungodly Relationships
	 With someone …
	 With something …
		  Self-centeredness
	 	 Self-sufficiency
		  Self-determination
		  Internet or entertainment or complacency

“The Visit Of The Queen Of Sheba To King Solomon”
by Sir Edward John Poynter

“Solomon And His Harem” by James Tissot
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AUDIO & HANDOUTS ON OUR WEBSITE: 
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	 Any kind of “relationship” that causes you to slowly lose your first love—Jesus

Starving The Worm
	 Stoke the fires of devotion (Mt 4:1-11)
	 	 Time hearing from the Lord through His Word
		  Time talking to Him in prayer and/or journaling
	 	 Time memorizing His Word
	 	 Reflecting on grace’s great privileges (e.g. Ro 5-8)
	 Don’t desire the gifts more than the Giver    (Ex 33); learn contentment (1 Tim 6:6, 9)
		  Be wise to temptation’s snares of compromise in your life
	 Be mutually accountable to a couple of brothers or sisters (Heb 10:25)
	 Pursue the “Great Commandment” and the “Great Commission” above the “American Dream” (Mt 6:33; 22:34-40; 28:19-20)

Compromise is your choice



“The Queen Of Sheba Visits Solomon” by James Tissot

“Solomon And The Queen Of Sheba”
by James Tissot


