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Martin Luther referred to the gift we received as a result of Christʼs atoning work on the cross as 
“The Great Exchange.” Our sin for His righteousness. His death for eternal life. Godʼs 
justification for our condemnation. What Jesus did for us is almost too hard to believe. And that 
is part of the problem. We donʼt fully comprehend the magnitude of the gift and so we donʼt 
appreciate just exactly what it is we have. So this week, we want to continue to dig a little bit 
deeper into these great truths of Godʼs redemptive work through Jesus Christ. 

 
1.  READ “TOTALLY SAVED” BY TONY EVANS 
A very easy read, this book will help you understand the doctrine of salvation 
in words that you can easily understand and apply. There are few teachings 
more glorious than the truth that God has delivered us from His wrath and 
given us the guarantee of salvation He has provided through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Available in the church bookstore. 
 

 
2.  READ “THE GREAT EXCHANGE” BY JERRY BRIDGES 
Weʼve heard the word “atonement,” but do we really understand its significance? 
This book explores the Old Testament sacrifices and prophecies that 
foreshadowed Christ, revealing how they tied in with Jesusʼ saving work. Learn 
why even though we deserve condemnation from God, he has given us the 
opportunity for forgiveness and eternal life! Another great book by Jerry Bridges. 
Available in the church bookstore. 

3.  READ ONE OF THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES 
As usual, we have an assortment of articles you can read. Each has something to do with an 
aspect of what Jesus accomplished on the cross on our behalf. Read them, think about them, 
and then read them again.    
•  What God Requires, Christ Provides by John Piper  
•  Justification by Faith by John Piper  
•  How Redemption Works Through Christʼs Righteousness by Paul Fritz 
 
4.  READ, STUDY, AND MEDITATE ON ISAIAH 53:4-6 
Spend some time reading over and meditating on this passage this week. According to this Old 
Testament prophecy, what did Jesus do for you on the cross? What should your response be? 
Write down your thoughts and turn them into a prayer of thanksgiving and praise.     
 
5.  LISTEN TO ONE OF THE CDs 
This week, youʼve got four choices. Three by John  
Piper and a wonderful one on the atonement by  
Mark Driscoll. 

WEEK 8 
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What God Requires, Christ Provides 
 

By John Piper with Justin Taylor January 1, 2004  
  

 
The gospel that Paul defended in Galatians is under serious attack today, in part by some who insist that they are 
evangelical Protestants. In the September/October issue of Modern Reformation magazine (which we encourage you 
to buy and read), Piper spells out more fully exactly what God's good news in Christ is. He argues that what God 
requires regarding human law-keeping, Christ provides, through becoming our substitute in two senses. 
 
If justification were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose. (Gal. 2:21) 
 
For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed be everyone who does not abide by 
all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them." ... Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse for us. (Gal. 3:10, 13) 
 
Historically, Protestants have believed that the Bible teaches that our salvation depends on what Christ has 
accomplished for our pardon and our perfection. We accept by faith his substitution for us in two senses: in his final 
suffering and death, he was condemned and cursed so that we may be pardoned (see Gal. 3:13; Rom. 8:3); and in his 
whole life of righteousness culminating in his death, he learned obedience so that we may be saved (see Heb. 5:8-9). 
His death crowns his atoning sufferings that propitiate God's wrath against us (see Rom. 3:24-25; 5:6-9), but it also 
crowns his life of perfect righteousness—God's righteousness —that is then imputed to us who believe (see 2 Cor. 
5:21; Rom. 3:21-22; 4:6, 11; 5:18-19). 
 
God provided in Christ what God demanded from us in the law. But today this good news that Christ is not only our 
pardon but also our perfection is under serious attack. Here I hope to show not only that the doctrine of the 
imputation of Christ's righteousness is biblical but why we should defend it. 
 
The Problem of the Law 
Three times in Galatians 2:16, Paul tells us that no one can be justified —no one can be made right with God—by 
"works of the law." In context, this phrase refers most naturally to deeds done to obey Moses' law. (Note the parallels 
between "the Book of the Law" and "works of the law" in Gal. 3:10, and between "the law" in Rom. 3:19, 20 and 
"works of the law" in Rom. 3:20. In both Gal. 3:10 and Rom. 3:19-20, the term "law" refers to the Mosaic law; so the 
phrase "works of the law" naturally picks up that meaning.) 
In its narrow, short-term design, the law that God gave to the Israelites through Moses demanded perfect obedience 
of the Pentateuch's more than 600 commandments in order for the Israelites to receive eternal life (see Lev. 18:5; 
Deut. 32:45-47; Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:10, 12). In this way, it upheld an absolute standard of childlike, humble, God-
reliant, God-exalting perfect obedience that is in fact due from all of us—and thus provided the moral backdrop 
without which the Pentateuch's sin-atoning provisions (and ultimately Christ's sacrifice) would be unintelligible. 
 
Yet the Israelites were uniformly sinful and hostile to God (see Exod. 33:1-3; Acts 7:51). They did not—and indeed 
could not (see Rom. 8:7) —submit to him. Consequently, the law's effect on sinful Israel, when she was confronted 
with its hundreds of commandments, was awareness of latent sin (see Rom. 7:7), increased sin through deliberate 
violation of God's holy, righteous, and good commandment (see Rom. 7:12-13), and the multiplication of 
transgressions (see Rom. 5:20; 4:15). All of this was part of God's design for the law: "[The law] was added for the 
sake of transgressions" (Gal. 3:19); "The law came in so that the transgression would increase" (Rom. 5:20). The law 
cannot give life (see Gal. 3:21); rather it kills by multiplying sin (see Rom. 7:5, 8-13). 
 
The law's deadly design and effects are sufficient to warrant Paul's statement in Galatians 3:12—"The law is not of 
faith"— especially in view of what he says eleven verses later: "Now before faith came, we were held captive under 
the law . . . . But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian" (vv. 23, 25). This does not mean that 
there was no faith before Christ (see Rom. 4) but, rather, that there was no faith explicitly in Christ before Christ 
came. The law's function, in the long view, is to prepare God's people for Christ's work, even as its short-term 
function is to imprison its recipients in sin (see Gal. 3:22-23). The narrow, short-term aim of the law is to kill those 



who come in contact with it because it is primarily "commandments" (see Rom. 13:8-9; Eph. 2:15) that require 
perfect obedience but that cannot themselves produce this obedience independently of the Spirit who "gives life" (2 
Cor. 3:6). 
 
What God Requires, Christ Provides 
Justification cannot come through the law (see Gal. 2:21; Acts 13:38-39). Each of us-every single human being (see 
Rom. 3:10-12, 19-20)-has failed to do what God's law requires of us (Gal. 3:10; 6:13; cf. James 2:10). But to 
understand what God requires, we must see what Christ provides. In his mercy, God has provided his Son as a 
twofold substitute for us. Both facets of Christ's substitution are crucial for our becoming right with God. These 
facets are grounded in the twin facts that (1) we have failed to keep God's law perfectly, and so we should die; but (2) 
Jesus did not fail—he alone has kept God's law perfectly (see Heb. 4:15) —and so he should not have died. Yet in his 
mercy God has provided in Christ a great substitution—a "blessed exchange"—according to which Jesus can stand in 
for us with God, offering his perfect righteousness in place of our failure and his own life's blood in place of ours. 
When we receive the mercy God offers us in Christ by faith (see Acts 16:31; 1 Tim. 1:15-16; 1 Pet. 1:8-9), his 
perfection is imputed—or credited or reckoned—to us and our sinful failure is imputed—or credited or reckoned—to 
him. And thus Jesus' undeserved death pays for our sin (see Mark 10:45; 1 Tim. 2:5-6; Rev. 5:9); and God's demand 
for us to be perfectly righteous is satisfied by the imputation or crediting of Christ's perfect righteousness to us. "If 
justification were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose" (Gal. 2:21). But "God has done what the law ... 
could not do" (Rom. 8:3). 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 is one of Scripture's most powerful affirmations of the imputation of Christ's righteousness to the 
account of those who believe in him: "For our sake [God] made [Christ] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God." There is a great deal that can be said about this verse but, when all is said 
and done, perhaps Charles Hodge has summed up its import best: 
 

There is probably no passage in the Scriptures in which the doctrine of justification is more concisely or clearly 
stated than [this]. Our sins were imputed to Christ, and his righteousness is imputed to us. He bore our sins; we 
are clothed in his righteousness... Christ bearing our sins did not make him morally a sinner... nor does Christ's 
righteousness become subjectively ours, it is not the moral quality of our souls... Our sins were the judicial 
ground of the sufferings of Christ, so that they were a satisfaction of justice; and his righteousness is the judicial 
ground of our acceptance with God. 

 
All of this then means, as Hodge goes on to say, that "our pardon is an act of justice"—an act based on Jesus having 
borne our sins (see 1 Pet. 2:24)—and yet it "is not mere pardon, but justification alone"—that is, our forevermore 
standing as righteous before God because we are clothed with Christ's perfection—"that gives us peace with God." 
 
This Doctrine Is Under Attack 
Today, this precious doctrine that Christ's perfect keeping of the law is imputed to those who have faith in him is 
under attack in unexpected places. I have recently written a book, entitled, Counted Righteous in Christ: Should We 
Abandon the Imputation of Christ's Righteousness?, that attempts to explain and defend it exegetically. But why 
would a pressured pastor with a family to care for, a flock to shepherd, weekly messages to prepare, a love for 
biblical counseling, a burden for racial justice, a commitment to see abortion become unthinkable, a zeal for world 
evangelization, a focus on local church planting, and a life goal of spreading a passion for the supremacy of God in 
all things for the joy of all peoples through Jesus Christ, devote time and energy to the controversy over the 
imputation of Christ's righteousness? And why should you—pastor, elder, schoolteacher, engineer, accountant, 
firefighter, computer programmer, and homemaker —take the time to work through an issue like this? In the rest of 
this article, I will explain why I have taken up this issue. My reasons are personal, but in fact they apply to all who 
wish to glorify Christ, contend for the faith, and edify the saints. 
 
For the Sake of My Family: Marriage 
I have a family to care for. My marriage must survive and thrive for the good of our children and the glory of Christ. 
God designed marriage to display the holy mercy of Christ and the happy submission of his church (see Eph. 5:21-
25). Here the doctrine of justification by faith and the imputed righteousness of Christ can be a great marriage saver 
and sweetener. 
 



Marriage seems almost impossible at times because both partners feel so self-justified in their expectations that are 
not being fulfilled. There is a horrible emotional dead end in the words, "But it's just plain wrong for you to act that 
way," followed by "That's your perfectionistic perspective" or "Do you think you do everything right?" or by 
hopeless, resigned silence. The cycle of self-justified self-pity and anger can seem unbreakable. 
 
But what if one or both partners becomes overwhelmed with the truth of justification by faith alone—and especially 
with the truth that in Christ Jesus God credits me, for Christ's sake, as fulfilling all of his expectations? What happens 
if this doctrine so masters our souls that we begin to bend it from the vertical to the horizontal and apply it to our 
marriages? In our own imperfect efforts in this regard, there have been breakthroughs that seemed at times 
impossible. It is possible, for Christ's sake, simply to say, "I will no longer think merely in terms of whether my 
expectations are met in practice. I will, for Christ's sake, regard you the way God regards me—complete and accepted 
in Christ— and thus to be helped and blessed and nurtured and cherished, even if, in practice, you fail." I know my 
wife treats me this way. And surely this is part of what Paul calls for when he says that we should forgive "one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you" (Eph. 4:32). There is more healing for marriage in the doctrine of the 
imputation of Christ's righteousness than many of us have begun to discover. 
 
For the Sake of My Family: Children 
Then there are our children. Four sons are grown and out of our house but not out of our lives. Every week there are 
major personal, relational, vocational, and theological issues to deal with. In every case, the fundamental question is, 
What are the great biblical truths that can give stability and guidance here? Listening and loving are crucial. But if 
they lack biblical substance, my counsel is hollow. Touchy-feely affirmation will not cut it. Too much is at stake. 
These young men want rock under their feet. 
 
My daughter Talitha is six years old. Recently she decided that we as a family would read through Romans together. 
She is just learning to read and I was putting my finger on each word. At the beginning of chapter five she stopped 
me in mid-sentence and asked, "What does 'justified' mean?" What do you say to a six year old? Do you say, "There 
are more important things to think about so just trust Jesus and be a good girl?" Or do you say that it is very complex, 
and even adults are not able to understand it fully, so wait to deal with it when you are older? Or do you say that it 
simply means that Jesus died in our place so that all our sins might be forgiven? What I did was to tell a story, made 
up on the spot, about two accused criminals, one who actually did the bad thing, and the other who did not. The one 
who didn't do anything bad is shown, by all those who saw the crime, to be innocent. So the judge "justifies" him—he 
tells him he is a law-abiding person and so can go free. But the other accused criminal, who really did a bad thing, is 
shown to be guilty, because all the people who saw the crime saw him do it. But, then, guess what? The judge 
"justifies" him, too! He says, "I regard you as a law-abiding citizen with full rights in our country" (and not just as a 
forgiven criminal who may not be trusted or fully free in the country). Here Talitha looked at me, puzzled. 
 
She couldn't put her finger on the problem, but she sensed that something was wrong. So I said, "That's a problem 
isn't it? How can a person who really did break the law and do something bad be told by the judge that he is a law 
keeper, a righteous person, with full rights to the freedoms of the country and that he doesn't have to go to jail or be 
punished?" She shook her head. Then I went back to Romans 4:5 and showed her that God "justifies the ungodly." 
Her brow furrowed. I told her that she has sinned and I have sinned and we are all like this second criminal. And 
when God "justifies" us he knows we are sinners who are ungodly and law breakers. And I asked her, "What did God 
do so that it's right for him say to us sinners: you are not guilty; you are law keepers in my eyes; you are righteous; 
and you are free to enjoy all that this country has to offer?" 
 
She knew it had something to do with Jesus and his coming and dying in our place. That much she has learned. But 
what more did I—or would you—tell her now? How we answer that question depends on whether we believe in the 
imputation of Christ's righteousness. If we do, then we will tell her that Jesus was the perfect law keeper and never 
sinned, but did everything the judge and his country expected of him. We will tell her that when Jesus lived and died, 
he was not only a punishment bearer but also a law keeper. We will say that, if she will trust Jesus, then God the 
Judge will let Jesus' punishment and Jesus' righteousness count for hers—Jesus will have been punished for her and 
he will have obeyed the law for her. So when God "justifies" her—says that she is forgiven and righteous, even 
though she was not punished and did not keep the law—he does it because of Jesus. Jesus is her righteousness and 
Jesus is her punishment. Trusting Jesus makes Jesus so much her Lord and Savior that he is her perfection as well as 
her pardon. 



 
Thousands of Christian families never have conversations like this. Not at six or sixteen. We do not have to look far, 
then, to explain the church's weakness and the fun-oriented superficiality of many youth ministries and the stunning 
drop-out rate after high school. But how will parents teach their children if the weekly message they get from the 
pulpit is that doctrine is unimportant? So, yes, I have a family to care for. And because I do, I must understand the 
central doctrines of my faith—and understand them so well that they can be translated to fit children of any age. As 
G. K. Chesterton once wrote, "It ought to be the oldest things that are taught to the youngest people." 
 
And There Are Weekly Messages to Prepare 
This also explains why this issue matters to me when I have weekly messages to prepare and a flock to shepherd. My 
messages need to be saturated with biblical truth—brimming with radical relevance for the hard things in life—and 
they must help my people to be able to preach the gospel to themselves and their children day and night—the full, 
rich, biblical gospel, as it unfolds in the New Testament, and not as it is quickly and simply summed up in a 
pamphlet. My people need to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus (see 2 Pet. 3:18) so that they have 
strong roots for radical living, sweet comfort in troubled times, and serious answers for their children. 
 
Justification and Biblical Counseling 
I love biblical counseling. There is so much brokenness and so much sin that seems intransigently woven together 
with forms of failing family life and distorted personal perspectives. This does not yield to quick remedies. After 
several decades of watching the mental health care system at work, I am less hopeful about the effectiveness of even 
Christian psychotherapy than I used to be. No one strategy of helping people possesses a corner on all wisdom. But 
more than ever I believe that the essential foundation of all healing and all Christ-exalting wholeness is a soul-
penetrating grasp of the glorious truth of justification by faith, distinct from and yet grounding the battle for healthy, 
loving relationships. Good counseling patiently builds the "whole counsel" of God (Acts 20:27) into the heads and 
hearts of sinful and wounded people. At its center is Christ our righteousness. 
 
Justification and a Passion for Evangelism 
Why devote time to defending the imputation of Christ's righteousness when there are so many unreached groups and 
millions of individuals who have never heard the gospel? I mention two things. 
 
First, over the past twenty years of leading a missions-mobilizing church it has become increasingly clear that 
"teacher-based" church planting and not just "friendship-based" church planting is crucial among people with no 
Christian history. In other words, doctrinal instruction is utterly crucial in planting the church. 
 
This is unsurprising, since embedded in the Great Commission is the command to teach new disciples to observe all 
that Christ has commanded us (see Matt. 28:20), and since Paul planted the church in Ephesus by reasoning daily for 
two years in the hall of Tyrannus, "so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord" (Acts 19:10). Doing 
missions without deep doctrinal transfer through patient teaching will not only wreck on the vast reefs of ignorance, 
but will, at best, produce weak and ever-dependent churches. Therefore, pastors who care about building, sending, 
and going churches must give themselves to building sending bases that breed doctrinally deep people who are not 
emotionally dependent on fads but who know how to feed themselves on Christ-centered truth. 
 
Second, Paul develops the doctrine of justification in Galatians and Romans in ways that show its absolutely 
universal relevance. It crosses every culture. It is not a tribal concept. In Galatians he writes, "Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us... so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles" (Gal. 3:13-14). Christ's obedience is universal in its scope and significance. It is not just for Abraham's 
posterity but also for Adam's posterity— in other words, for everyone. This is also the point of comparing Adam to 
Christ in Romans 5:12-19. 
 
Truth-Treasuring Church Planting 
If I want to see local churches planted from our church and others, why invest so much time and energy in defending 
and explaining this doctrine? Because there are enough churches being planted by means of music, drama, creative 
scheduling, sprightly narrative, and marketing savvy. And there are too few that are God-centered, truth-treasuring, 
Bible-saturated, Christ-exalting, cross-focused, Spirit-dependent, prayer-soaked, soul-winning, and justice-pursuing, 
that have a wartime mindset that makes them ready to lay down their lives for the salvation of nations and 



neighborhoods. A blood-earnest joy sustains churches like these—and it comes only by embracing Christ crucified as 
our righteousness. As William Wilberforce said, "If we would... rejoice in [Christ] as triumphantly as the first 
Christians did, we must learn like them to repose our entire trust in him and to adopt the language of the apostle, 'God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of Jesus Christ' (Gal. 6:14), 'who of God is made unto us wisdom and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.'" (1 Cor. 1:30) 
 
The Truth That Makes the Church Sing 
Of course, the question of whether we should believe in the doctrine of Christ's imputed righteousness must finally be 
answered exegetically from biblical texts and not because of its practical value or historical precedent. That is what 
the major part of Counted Righteous in Christ attempts. But we would be myopic not to notice that abandoning this 
doctrine would massively revise Protestant theology and Christian worship. It would eliminate a great theme from our 
worship of Christ in song. Recognizing this at least clarifies the issue and shows its magnitude, even if it cannot settle 
it. 
 
The imputed righteousness of Christ has inspired much joyful worship over the centuries and informed many hymns 
and worship songs. It has cut across Calvinist/Arminian, Lutheran/Reformed, and Baptist/Presbyterian divides. For 
example, 
 
"And Can It Be" (Charles Wesley) 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown through Christ my own. 

 
"The Solid Rock" (Edward Mote) 

When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found, 
Dressed in his righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 

 
"We Trust in You, Our Shield" (Edith Cherry) 

We trust in you, O Captain of salvation-- 
In your dear name, all other names above: 
Jesus our righteousness, our sure foundation, 
Our prince of glory and our king of love. 

 
"O Mystery of Love Divine" (Thomas Gill) 

Our load of sin and misery 
Didst thou, the Sinless, bear? 
Thy spotless robe of purity 
Do we the sinners wear? 

 
"Thy Works Not Mine O Christ" (Isaac Watts) 

Thy righteousness, O Christ, 
Alone can cover me: 
No righteousness avails 
Save that which is of thee. 

 
Let Christ Receive All His Glory! 
My overarching life goal is to spread a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of all peoples 
through Jesus Christ. More specifically, the older I get the more I want my life to count in the long term for the glory 
of Christ. In America, there is an almost universal bondage to the mindset that we can only feel loved when we are 
made much of. Yet the truth is that we are loved most deeply when we are helped to be free of that bondage so that 



we find our joy in treasuring Christ and making much of him. I long to see our joy—and the joy of the nations —
rooted in God's wonderful work of freeing us to make much of Christ forever. This was Paul's passion: "It is my 
eager expectation and hope that... now as always Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death" 
(Phil. 1:20). 
 
This is my passion, and I pray it will be my passion until I die, which means that I am jealous for Christ to get all the 
glory he deserves in the work of justification. I am consequently concerned that recent challenges to this doctrine rob 
him of a great part of his glory by denying that he has become for us not only our pardon but our perfection, that he is 
not only our redemption from sin but our righteousness, and that he not only bears the punishment for our 
disobedience but also performs and provides our perfect obedience. Current challenges to justification obscure (not to 
put it too harshly) half of Christ's glory in the work of justification by denying the imputation of Christ's 
righteousness and claiming that the Bible does not teach this great doctrine. Recognizing this, Francis Turretin wrote 
that imputation "tends to the greater glory of Christ and to our richer consolation, which they obscure and lessen not a 
little who detract from the price of our salvation a part of his most perfect righteousness and obedience and thus rend 
his seamless tunic." Jonathan Edwards echoed this: "To suppose that all Christ does is only to make atonement for us 
by suffering, is to make him our Savior but in part. It is to rob him of half his glory as Savior." 
 
I do not believe for a moment that any of those who represent the challenge I am opposing aim to dishonor Christ. I 
believe they love him and want to honor him and his Word. But I believe the mistake they are making will have the 
opposite effect. The doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ bestows on Jesus Christ the fullest honor that he 
deserves. He should be honored not only as the one who died to pardon us, and not only as the one who sovereignly 
works faith and obedience in us, but as the one who provided a perfect righteousness for us as the ground of our full 
acceptance and endorsement by God. I pray that these "newer" ways of understanding justification that deny the 
reality of the imputation of divine righteousness to sinners by faith alone will not flourish and thus that the fullest 
glory of Christ and the fullest pastoral helps for our souls will not be dimmed. 
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Justification by Faith 
The Remedy for Paralyzed Sinners, Fallen Saints, and Provincial Christians 
 
John Piper 
 
God did his most deadly work to destroy hopelessness and futility and provincial cowardice. He gave up 
his Son to torture and death. A perfect life, a perfect death, and the decisive work was done. 
 
But there are millions who are numb to hope because of the God-belittling things they have done and 
how ugly they have become. They donʼt lift lofty arguments against Godʼs Truth; they shrug and feel 
irretrievably outside. They donʼt defy God consciously; they default to cake and television. 
 
Except for the periodic rush of sex and sport and cinema, life yawns. There is no passion for 
significance. For many, no passion at all. 
 
There is a Christian version of this paralysis. The decision has been made to trust Christ. The shoot of 
hope and joy has sprung up. The long battle against sin has begun. But the defeats are many, and the 
plant begins to wither. One sees only clouds and gathering darkness. The problem is not perplexing 
doctrine or evolutionary assaults or threats of persecution. The problem is falling down too many times. 
Gradually the fatal feeling creeps in: the fight is futile; it isnʼt worth it. 
 
Along with this hopelessness and futility, especially since 9/11, provincial cowardice captures many 
Christian minds. They fear that it may sound conceited to call every people group in the world to trust 
Christ or perish. It seems too global. Too sweeping. Too universal. To say it takes their breath away. 
And, worse, it brings down the wrath of the tolerant. What could be more arrogant than to think that the 
infinite variety of need in all the cultural groups of the world could be met by a single Savior! 
 
It is astonishing that the Biblical gospel of justification by faith alone answers these three human 
failures: the hopelessness of unbelievers, the feeling of futility from falling down, and the fear of making 
global claims for Christ. 
 
To the numb and listless sinner, feeling beyond all hope of godliness, the Bible says, "To the one who 
does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness" (Romans 
4:5). God justifies the "ungodly." This truth is meant to break the back of hopelessness. 
 
The connection between the sinner and the Savior is trust, not improvement of behavior. That comes 
later. Itʼs this order that gives hope. "For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the 
law" (Romans 3:28). The basis of this wild and wonderful hope (the ungodly justified) is "Christ for 
righteousness to everyone who believes" (Romans 10:4, literal translation). Through faith alone God 
counts the ungodly as righteous because of Christ. "For our sake [God] made [Christ] to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God" (2 Corinthians 5:21). Let all 
who are paralyzed by the weight of sin and the powerlessness to change turn in here. 
 
To the fallen saint, who knows the darkness is self-inflicted and feels the futility of looking for hope from 
a frowning Judge, the Bible gives a shocking example of gutsy guilt. It pictures Godʼs failed prophet 
beneath a righteous frown, bearing his chastisement with broken-hearted boldness. "Rejoice not over 
me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me. I will bear 
the indignation of the Lord because I have sinned against him, until he pleads my cause and executes 
judgment for me. He will bring me out to the light" (Micah 7:8-9). This is courageous contrition. Gutsy 
guilt. The saint has fallen. The darkness of Godʼs indignation is on him. He does not blow it off, but 
waits. And he throws in the face of his accuser the confidence that his indignant Judge will plead his 
cause and execute justice for (not against) him. This is the application of justification to the fallen saint. 
Broken-hearted, gutsy guilt. 



For the squeamish fellow afraid of making global claims for Christ, the biblical teaching on justification 
explodes his little world. It says: the deepest problem to be solved is the same for every human being, 
because every human is a descendant of Adam. And the problem to be solved is that "by one manʼs 
disobedience many were made sinners." "One trespass led to condemnation for all men." The only 
solution to this universal condemnation is a "second Adam" who provides "the free gift of righteousness" 
to all who hear the gospel and believe (Romans 5:17-19). Therefore Christ, the second Adam, the giver 
of righteousness, is the only global Savior. 
 
Embrace as your treasure the gift of justification. There is no part of your life where it is not 
immeasurably precious. 
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How Redemption Works Through Righteousness  
 
by Paul Fritz 
Romans 3:21-3:26 
 
“Faith is not merely your holding on to God--it is God holding on to you. He will not let you go!” –  
E. Stanley Jones. 
 
1.  Have you ever stopped to contemplate how redemption works through Christʼs 

righteousness? 
 

Redemption is a buying back from judgment. It is a rescuing and recovery from being lost. It 
is being released from the penalty of sin. 

 
Most people love to hear of a great report of how someone has been redeemed from 
disaster. Hollywood has made money for years telling stories of redemption through hard 
work, luck or human virtuosity. 

 
Illustration: The classic story of Rocky Balboa, the washed up fighter who pulls himself up by 
his own boot-straps to become the heavyweight champion of the world produced three 
successful sequels. At a time when Rocky is down on his luck he gets a call from the 
undefeated Apollo Creed to fight for the heavyweight championship of the world – something 
of a publicity stunt. Instead of disgracing himself, Rocky nearly pulls off an upset, but 
redeems himself and his marriage in the process. In 1976 it won the top award as best 
picture for being a classic human interest story of man-made redemption. Slyvester Stalone 
has made a career out of making this man engineered redemption characters. 

 
In contrast, Paul teaches the Romans how redemption works through the righteousness that 
is found in Christ. True redemption starts from Godʼs purposes to rescue man from the 
destruction of sin, death and eternal judgment through the atoning blood of Jesus Christ. 
There have been thousands of alternative redemption plans offered to the human race, but 
none satisfies Godʼs standards except through Christʼs recovery solution. 

 
Only when people learn to proclaim redemption through Christ righteousness will they learn 
to be fully satisfied. Ask the Lord to help you to contrast the human engineered plans of 
redemption with the one given in Christ. 

 
2.  Paul teaches the Romans that the foundation of redemption is found in Christʼs grace. 

Romans 3:24 states, "All are justified and made upright and in right standing with God, freely 
and gratuitously by His grace (His unmerited favor and mercy at Christʼs expense) through 
the redemption which is provided in Christ Jesus." 

 
Paul emphasizes that only when the gift is received does the propitiation take place. (To 
cause one to become favorably inclined or to regain the good will of God through Christʼs 
sacrifice).  
 
You and I know of many people who are aware of this free gift, but have never reached out 
with their whole heart, soul and mind to personally receive it. 

 
A person can acknowledge that they rationally understand redemption as an ideal concept, 
but it only becomes actuated when we personally trust Christ to come in to our life as our 
Lord and Savior. 

 
Just as a person can acknowledge that there is a chair in front of them, but only finds rest 
when they place their entire weight on it for support. 

 



Approximately 86% of the worldʼs people are yet to receive Christʼs free gift of redemption 
and grace for numerous reasons. 

 
Ask the Lord to help you to guide people to personally act by faith in Christ. Show them how 
to pray to receive Christ as their Savior and Lord today before it is too late. 

 
3.  Paul shows the Romans that our redemption is only by faith in Christʼs righteousness. The 

great apostle knew that many of the Jewish members of the church were prone to listen to 
the Judaizers who emphasized their own brand of righteousness. 

 
Paul counters this human tendency to rely on oneʼs own goodness by stressing the ultimate 
form of faith is an expression of penitence. 

 
Only when we recognize our need to depend on Christʼs righteousness instead of our own, 
are we able to receive His free gift of salvation. He writes, "We are not adequate in ourselves 
but our adequacy comes from God. He has qualified us (Making us fit and worthy and 
sufficient) as ministers of a new covenant of salvation through Christ. 

 
Not ministers of the letter of the legally written code but of the Spirit for the code of the Law 
kills, but the Holy Spirit makes one alive." (2 Cor. 3:5,6) 

 
Ask the Lord to help you teach others how pure faith is full of penitence, reliance and 
realization that our worthiness is found in Christ alone. 

 
4.  Paul taught that redemption comes through the pardon of God. 
 

Illustration: One day a convicted murder heard that a man had come to visit him the night 
before he was to be executed. When the prisoner saw the man in a black cape carrying a 
Bible he shouted at the jailer, "I do not want to see any preachers. Religion never helped me 
before and it certainly will not do me any good now!" The visitor looked deeply into the 
prisonerʼs eyes, turned and walked silently out of the room. The next day as they were about 
to place the noose around the prisonerʼs neck the sheriff said, "Do you have any last 
requests?" The prisoner said, "I stayed up all night wondering who that visitor was? Please, 
tell me who he was." The sheriff paused and said, "That was the governor of the State who 
came to give you a pardon! Today you are not going to die just because of your crime, but 
because you refused to accept the pardon." 

 
Anyone who goes to hell does so because they refused to accept the pardon that is offered to 
them freely through the redemption that works through the righteousness of Christ. 

 
Ask the Lord to help you extend that pardon to as many people as possible so they will not 
have to pay for their sinʼs penalty in hell and in self-destructive behavior. 

 
 Conclusion: The redeemed are dependent of God for all. All that we have-- wisdom, the pardon 
of sin, deliverance, acceptance in Godʼs favor, grace, holiness, true comfort and happiness, 
eternal life and glory--we have from God by a Mediator; and this Mediator is God. God not only 
gives us the Mediator, and accepts His mediation, and of His power and grace bestows the things 
purchased by the Mediator, but He is the Mediator. Our blessings are what we have by purchase; 
and the purchase is made of God; the blessings are purchased of Him; and not only so, but God 
is the purchaser. Yes, God is both the purchaser and the price; for Christ, who is God, purchased 
these blessings by offering Himself as the price of our salvation. 
 
Jonathan Edwards, Closer Walk, July, 1988, p. 15. 




