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Mid-Week Bible Study — Living Life in 3D
Week Four: I Never Said It Would Be Easy

I.  Obedient, Yet Oblivious
A. The first step is the hardest (Exodus 4:18-20)
« When it comes to obeying God, the initial
response is often the most difficult
1. God gives us assurances
» Jethro said, “Go in peace!”
* God said, “All the men seeking your life are
dead.”
- The old Pharaoh was dead
- Moses’ enemies were gone
2. God gives us the tools
» God had equipped Moses — 4:20b
e God often uses what we have — 4:2
* Moses’ staff had now become God’s
possession
- God uses our abilities and our resources
- He doesn’t have to, but He chooses to
- God was using what Moses found most
comfortable
- He can use the ordinary to accomplish

the extraordinary

B. God gives clear directions — 4:21-23
* God didn’t leave this up to Moses
» He told him exactly what to do
- “See that you...” — Vs 21
“...do before Pharaoh all the wonders |
have put under your control.”
“And you must say...” — Vs 23
“Thus says the Lord...”

Il.  The high price of God’s calling — Exodus 4:24-26
A. Some unfinished business
« It seems Moses had neglected something
important — Gen. 17:14
« God was about to fulfill his covenant promise to
Abraham
« But the sign of that covenant was circumcision
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1. God demands total obedience
2. Disobedience disqualifies us from service
3. Before we can be effective we must be

submissive

B. A serious commitment

God requires servants that are committed to His
plan

Circumcision was a serious commitment

- Itinvolved sacrifice

- Itinvolved the shedding of blood

Spiritual negligence has a way of negating our
usefulness

To be used by God, you must be willing to be
exposed by God

No one knew about this except Moses, Zipporah
and God

When obedience leads to disappointment
A. Not what Moses expected
1. The Good — 4:29-31

- They tell the people the good news
- They do the signs God had given them
- The people believe and worship!

2. The Bad —5:1-5

- They go to Pharaoh
- They tell him the bad news
- He rejects their request

3. The Ugly —5:6-14

- No more straw
- No less bricks
- No sympathy

B. Not what the people wanted — 5:15-19

They saw their circumstances as unfair

They viewed their treatment as unjust

They couldn’t understand why the authorities
were unsympathetic

They underestimated God’s involvement

- They blamed it all on Moses and Aaron

Our response to negative circumstances — 5:22-23
A. We tend to become disappointed

B. We tend to become disillusioned — Vs 22

We lose our perspective of God
We begin to cast blame
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»  We start asking, “Why?”

C. We begin to doubt God — Vs 22

« We question His calling of us

»  We question His promises to us

D. We are tempted to show disrespect — Vs 23
« We cast blame

» We express our anger and disappointment

« We forget that He is God

V. The benefit of circumstances

» Three timeless principles
1. Circumstances that turn against us force

dependence

2. Circumstances that force dependence teach

us patience

3. Circumstances that teach us patience make
us wise
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Mid-Week Bible Study — Living Life in 3D
Week Five: “That You May Know...”

Have you ever doubted God? Have you ever questioned His way of doing things in your
life? Moses did. And that’s exactly where we left him last week. He had just leveled
charges against God Almighty. He questioned His promises. He doubted His
involvement. He blamed Him for all their problems. Pretty risky stuff if you ask me. But
then when I think about it, I tend to do the same thing at times. The remarkable thing is
not our audacity at times like that, but God’s response. Instead of wrath, we get mercy.
Instead of justice, we get grace. This week, we will see how God responded to Moses.
Listen closely to what God has to say, because it still applies to you and me today.

Day One
Read Exodus 6:1-5. After reading these verses, write down some of the things that
God had to say to Moses:

What do you think God was trying to convey to Moses?

What are some of His characteristics that God is trying to remind Moses of?

Day Two
Read Exodus 6:6-8. As you read these verses, circle all the times God uses the phrase,
“I will.” How many times does He use it?
Complete the following phrases from the verse:
I will
I will
I will
I will
I will
I will
I will
What do these statements say to you about God?
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Day Three
Read Exodus 6:9. What kind of response does Moses get when he shares the words of
God with the Israelites?

How does this compare with their response in Exodus 4:31?

Read Exodus 6:10-13. What kind of impact did the unbelief of the people have on
Moses?

What old excuse did Moses resurrect?

What impact do your circumstances have on your trust of God and His Word?

Day Four
Read Exodus 6:28-7:5. Does it appear that Moses trusts God at this point?
Explain your answer.

What do you think God means by His statement to Moses, “I have made you like God
to Pharaoh™?

What does God promise will happen that could have made it difficult for Moses to
follow through with God’s command?

How would you react to God’s instructions if you knew how difficult it would be?

Day Five
Read Exodus 7:4-6. What does God say He is going to do...
... for His people?

... to the Egyptians?

What will the Egyptians “know” as a result of all that God does?

What do you think this means?

What do God’s promises mean to you?
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