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Psalm 51 (NLT)
For the choir director: A psalm of David, regarding the time Nathan the 
prophet came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.
1 	 Have mercy on me, O God,
      	 because of your unfailing love.
   	 Because of your great compassion,
      	 blot out the stain of my sins.
2 	 Wash me clean from my guilt.
      	 Purify me from my sin.
3 	 For I recognize my rebellion;
      	 it haunts me day and night.
4 	 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned;
      	 I have done what is evil in your sight.
   	 You will be proved right in what you say,
      	 and your judgment against me is just.
5 	 For I was born a sinner –
      	 yes, from the moment my mother conceived me.
6 	 But you desire honesty from the womb,
      	 teaching me wisdom even there.

7 	 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean;
      	 wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8 	 Oh, give me back my joy again;
      	 you have broken me –
      	 now let me rejoice.
9	 Don’t keep looking at my sins.
      	 Remove the stain of my guilt.
10 	 Create in me a clean heart, O God.
      	 Renew a loyal spirit within me.
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11 	 Do not banish me from your presence,
      	 and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me.

12 	 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
      	 and make me willing to obey you.
13 	 Then I will teach your ways to rebels,
      	 and they will return to you.
14 	 Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves;
      	 then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness.
15 	 Unseal my lips, O Lord,
      	 that my mouth may praise you.

16 	 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one.
      	 You do not want a burnt offering.
17 	 The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit.
      	 You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God.
18 	 Look with favor on Zion and help her;
      	 rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
19 	 Then you will be pleased with sacrifices offered in the right spirit –
     	 with burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings.
      	 Then bulls will again be sacrificed on your altar.
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OBSERVATION  What did you see?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

INTERPRETATION  What does it mean?	
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

THEME:  
David’s plea for mercy, 
forgiveness, and cleansing. God 
wants our hearts to be right 
with him. – Life Application 
Study Bible

GENRE: Penitential Psalm/
Individual Psalm of Lament

“In this penitential individual 
lament psalm (cf. Pss. 6, 32, 38, 
102, 130, and 143) David 
confessed the sins he committed 
against Bathsheba and Uriah. It 
is a model of confession that has 
become extremely popular with 
God’s people. Since we all sin so 
often and need to confess 
frequently, this psalm is a help 
and comfort to us all.” – 
Constable, 108

“David had finally come to the 
place where he was willing not 
only to call his sin sin but to 
admit that it was sin against 
God primarily. Obviously he had 
sinned against Bathsheba and 
her husband, but David 
rightfully admitted that the 
worst thing he had done was 
offending God. He made no 
attempt to blame God for what 
had happened. He took full 
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_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

APPLICATION  What are you going to do with it?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

responsibility himself. He 
acknowledged that his Judge 
was guiltless and that he was 
guilty. Taking personal 
responsibility for our sins is an 
important part of true 
confession.” – Constable, 109

KEY WORDS

Mercy– chanan [2603] – to be
gracious, show favour, pity

Unfailing love – checed 
[2617] – loyal love, faithfulness, 
loyalty, kindness, favor

Compassion – racham [7356] – 
tender compassion, mercy, 
affection

Forgiveness – tsedaqah [6666]
– justice, righteousness, godly 
deeds, saving deeds, right 
decisions

Repentant – dakah [1794]
– to crush, be crushed, be 
contrite, to broken

CROSS REFERENCES
51:4 (Rom 3:4)
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