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WEEK 7: The Church—it’s not just about the destination! 

What is your life’s purpose? 

1. Paul’s purpose was found in Christ 
− Purpose in where he was going to go (Christ’s intentions in 13:47; also 1:8; Paul’s desires in 

19:21; Rom 1:15 [written from Corinth, Acts 20:3]; Rom 15:22-28) 
− Purpose in who he was going to see (9:15a) 
 Before Jews in Jerusalem (20:16, 22-25; 21:4, 11-14) 
 Before Gentiles and kings en route to Rome (27:1—28:14) 
 Before Jews (and Gentiles) in Rome (28:14-31; see also 23:11; 25:11-12; 27:22-26) 

− Purpose in how he would suffer along the way (9:15b; 20:22-25; 21:11-14) 
 

2. Paul lived purposefully for Christ 
− Before the believers in Jerusalem (21:17-26, see 18-20) 
− Before the Jews in Jerusalem (21:27—22:24; see 22:1, 21-22) 
− Before Claudius Lysias, Roman soldiers (22:24-30; 23:16-31; esp. 22:29) 
− Before the Jewish Council (23:1-10, esp. 1-2) 
− Before Felix the governor and Drusilla (23:33—24:27; esp. 24:10, 24-27) 
− Before Festus the governor (25:1-27, esp. 7-8, 11, 25) 
− Before King Agrippa and Bernice (26:1-32, esp. 1-2, 28-29, 31) 
− Before Julius (27:1ff) 
− Before Cretans (27:7-9) 
− Before shipmates (27:1-44, esp. 1-2, 6, 9, 35-37, 42-43) 
− Before the Maltese natives (28:2-6, 8-10) 
− Before Publius (28:7-8) 
− Before believers in Rome (28:13-15, esp. 15) 
− Before Jews (and Gentiles) in Rome (28:17-29, esp. 17, 22-24, 28) 

 
 
 



3. Christ’s purposes accomplished through Paul 
− He took the gospel to the ends of the earth (e.g. Rome, Spain?) 
− He bore Christ’s name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel (9:15; e.g. 

Maltese natives, King Agrippa, Jews in Rome, etc.) 
− He built and strengthened the Church (see Matt 16:18) 
 Preaching and teaching in Rome (28:30-31) 
 Writing letters to churches and individuals from Rome (e.g. “prison epistles,” A.D. 61): 
 Ephesians (see Eph 3:1) 
 Philippians (see Phil 1:7) 
 Colossians (see Col 4:10) 
 Philemon (see Philem 9) 

 

4. Paul became like Christ 
− Jerusalem mentioned seven times, Acts 19:21; 20:22; 21:4, 11-12, 13, 15, 17 (cf. Luke 9:51; 

13:22, 33; 17:11; 18:31; 19:11; 15:28) 
− Understood his journey involved suffering, Acts 20:3, 22-24, 37-38; 21:4, 10-11, 13 (cf. Luke 

9:31, 51; 12:50; 13:33; 18:31-33) 
− Accepted God’s will, despite suffering, Acts 20:22; 21:14 (cf. Luke 13:33) 
− Other believers did not understand, Acts 21:4, 12-13 (cf. Luke 9:45; 18:34) 
− Welcomed at Jerusalem, Acts 21:17-20a (cf. Luke 19:3) 
− Paul visits temple, 21:26 (cf. Luke 19:45-48) 
− Opposed by Sadducees, support from scribes, 23:6-9 (cf. Luke 20:27-39) 
− Breaks bread, 27:35 (cf. Luke 22:19) 
− Seized by crowd, 21:3 (cf. Luke 22:54) 
− Slapped by high priest’s assistants, 23:2 (cf. Luke 22:63-64) 
− Four trials, Acts 23, 24, 25, 26 (cf. Luke 22:54; 23:1, 9, 11) 
− Thrice declared innocent, 23:9; 25:25; 26:3 (cf. Luke 23:4, 14, 22) 
− Before Herod, 25:13—26:32 (cf. Luke 23:6-12) 
− Rulers set to release him, 26:32 (cf. Luke 23:16, 22) 
− Etc. 
 

APPLICATION: 

• Do you understand and embrace your purpose in Christ? 
• Do you live on purpose as a believer, even (and especially!) when faced with suffering? 
• Do you see Christ’s purposes being accomplished in and through you? 
• Do you see yourself becoming more like Christ? 
 
What is your life’s purpose? What aspects of your life have eternal value according to Christ? 
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WEEK 7: The Church—it’s not just about the destination! 
 

And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, 
preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, 
unhindered. – Acts 28:30-31 NASB 

 
Are we there yet? Are we there yet? … Are we ever gonna be there? Countless parents can attest to the 
impatience of minivan-bound children on their way to untold adventures at distant theme parks. But 
our lives as Christians bear little resemblance to the Griswold’s pilgrimage to the fictional Wally World. 
If we’ve trusted in Christ, then Heaven certainly awaits us with all its glories. We can rest assured that 
we will be with our Lord and Savior for all eternity. We won’t get to the Pearly Gates only to find a 
“closed for maintenance” sign. But some Christians live their lives in such a way that suggests it’s only 
about getting their “golden ticket” to Heaven. This present life is just about killing time or keeping 
ourselves busy until either we die or Christ comes back to get us. That’s so wrong! Christ didn’t take us 
to Heaven when we were saved. He left us here… on purpose! We have a job to do, and it’s in this life 
that our task is accomplished… or not. The “Well done My good and faithful servant!” awaits us after a 
life of pursuing Christ’s purposes and relying on His power. Before we get to Heaven, there’s a very 
important race to be run. So let’s always keep an eye on the horizon, prepared to pass on or ready for 
the Rapture. But, in the meantime, let’s also look around and ask God to show us what He wants to 
teach us and how He wants to use us along the way.  
 
• WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES SAY? 
 Acts 19:21—28:31 
 - Paul’s Return to Jerusalem (19:21—21:16) 
 - Paul’s Arrest (21:17-40) 
 - Paul’s Defense Before the Jews (22:1-30) 
 - Paul’s Escape from the Jews (23:1-33) 
 - Paul’s Defense Before Felix (23:33—24:27) 
 - Paul’s Defense Before Festus (25:1-12) 
 - Paul’s Defense Before Agrippa (25:13—26:32) 
 - Paul’s Journey to Rome (27:1—28:30) 
 - Summary (28:31) 
 - Paul’s Epistle(s): Ephesians; Philippians; Colossians; Philemon 
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• WHAT DID YOU HEAR BEN SAY? 
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________________________  
  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• WHAT DO YOU HEAR GOD SAYING? 

As you listen to the lecture and spend time in discussion with the men around your table, try and 
listen to what God may be trying to say to you. Write down those verses or thoughts that 
encourage or possibly convict you, so that you can remember them. 
 

  •   ____________________________________________________________________________   
   
  •   ____________________________________________________________________________ 
   
  •   ____________________________________________________________________________ 
   
  •  ____________________________________________________________________________  
   
• WHAT DO YOU NEED TO PRAY FOR? 

If you heard God speaking to you today, it’s vitally important that you take action. Maybe you  
need to confess. You might need God to clarify what He said or give you further direction. It  
could be that you simply need to express thanks to Him. During your prayer time around the  
table, be sure and provide one another with the opportunity to share a prayer request and to pray 
for them together.  
 

  •   ____________________________________________________________________________   
   
  •   ____________________________________________________________________________ 
   
  •   ____________________________________________________________________________ 
   
  •  ____________________________________________________________________________  
   
• WHAT TO READ FOR NEXT WEEK? 

- Titus 
- 1 Timothy 
- 2 Timothy 
 


